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The North Carolina Department of
Transportation (NCDOT) proposes to
improve east-west travel between [-85
west of Gastoniain Gaston County and
[-485/NC 160 in Mecklenburg County.

The enclosed map shows the overall

TIP Project No. U-3321 is one of two
projects that make up the new roadway
known locally as the “Garden Parkway”.
The other project is TIP Project No.
R-2608. The TIP calsfor Project
R-2608 to be a four-lane divided freeway
on anew location from 1-85 west of

the Gaston County East-West Connector
Study. These new roadway alternatives
will be located in the portion of the over-
all study areathat is outlined in green on
the enclosed map. Neither the Federa
Highway Administration (FHWA) nor
the NCDOT have recommended a

project study areaoutlined in pink. It
consists of the following general
boundaries: 1-85 to the north, the South
Carolina state line to the south, the
Charlotte-Douglas International Airport
to the east, and the 1-85 and US 29-74
junction to the west.

The Gaston County East-West
Connector Study isdesignated as TIP
Project No. U-3321inthe NCDOT's
2004-2010 Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP). The TIP shows Project
U-3321 as a multi-lane highway on new
location from [-85 west of Gastoniato
NC 160 in Mecklenburg County.

Gastoniato US 321 north of Gastonia.
TIP Project No. R-2608 is not included
in the Gaston County East-West
Connector Study.

preferred aternative at thistime.

On September 24, 2002, North Carolina
lawmakers approved a bill to create a
Turnpike (Toll) Authority. The bill

The Gaston Urban Area Metropolitan permits the Turnpike Authority to build
Planning Organization (MPO), the and operate three toll projects statewide.
regiona transportation planning partner- The proposed Gaston County East-West
ship responsible for setting transporta- ~ Connector Study may be one of the three
tion priorities, led an extensive effort to  toll projects. The NCDOT’ s current
develop acorridor for the Garden Park-  studies do not depend on whether or not
way as part of the Thoroughfare Plan the project is designated as atoll road
development process. project.

The corridor developed in the Thorough-
fare Plan is one of many new roadway
aternatives that will be evaluated during

MARK YOUR CALENDARS'!
First Citizens Informational Workshop Scheduled for September 30!

Gaston County East-West Connector Study

In compliance with the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA), NCDOT will provide auxiliary
CITIZENS INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP | idsand services for disabled persons who wish

= to participate in the Citizens Informational
How YOU can get involved... Workshop. To receive special services, please

contact Ms. Kristina Solberg by phone (919)
733-7844 extension 310 or fax (919) 733-9794 to

When: Tuesday, September 30, 2003

) ) rovide adequate notice prior to the date of the Tuesday, September 30, 2003

4:30 pmto 8'_30 pm _ ﬁleeting soetﬂat arrangerfmts can be made. 4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Where: Ashbrook High School Cafeteria Ashbrook High School Cafeteria

2222 South New Hope Road 2222 South New Hope Road in Gastonia

i ) 2 N (see map to the right)
Gastonia, NC 28054 (see map on front) o, p g
- - - - 3
For questions or comments about thg proposed proj ect, to be added to the project mai'l ing ligt, to receive futurg Zt%irvﬁ?gfr?apt)i\grzl !,;l); gnb; gffcngg\/%)Neh \?glf;\év:tnr\]/ﬁg (;zgt de§ IS nagtdany E sk
newsletters, or to request a presentation or meeting with you or your group, contact Jill Gurak, Consultant Project time to ask questions and offer comments. The NCDOT Study Team 5 2222 lew Hoge R
Manager: representatives will be present for one-on-one discussions about the pro- N5 il -
. : - : posed project. 2 %,
Jill Gurak, P.E., AICP (Consultant Project Manager) Kristina Solberg, P.E. (NCDOT Project Manager) _ o S , [l El :
PBS&.J NCDOT PD& EA Thisworkshop is being held to familiarize citizens with the proposed "\ﬂ% §' A g
1616 East Millbrook Road, Suite 310 1548 Mail Service Center project and to gather input/comments on potential dlternatives. Maps Y i
Raleigh, NC 27609 | Raleigh, NC 27699-1548 and aerial photography of the project study areawill be displayed. Jdt /'
(919) 876-6888 phone 'w' (919) 733-7844 ext. 310 phone We encourage your comments on this project and will provide comment %_— =
(919) 876-6848 fax (919) 733-9794 fax forms at the workshop. Can’t make the workshop? You can also call a ; ﬁ:
jsgurak @pbsj.com ksol berg@dot.state.nc.us member of the NCDOT Study Team with your comments, write aletter, -
or send an e-mail (see back page).
Ashbrook High School

\’\ Questions? Call the
Xek9 | pROJECT HOTLINE 800-475-6402




Preliminary Alternatives to be Evaluated PROJECT LOCATION MAP

; P - . - el | I 2 WS- I s e
The project development, engineering, -  Travel Demand Management The preliminary alternatives will include Y\ _E‘E; Study Area for New Roadway Alternatives ]_.z"“'w__ =
and environmental studies for the (this could include ridesharing, all alternatives previously developed of | / s ! 7 o 3 /f ﬁaf
project will be conducted in compliance HQV lanes, telecommuting, etc.) during the MPO’ s thoroughfare plan- | f P ' L @
with the National Environmental Policy ning process and any alternatives - AN i O\

Act (NEPA). Mass Transit Alternative(s)

In accordance with Federal Highway
Administration guidelines, several types
of preliminary aternatives will be evalu-
ated for their ability to meet the
project’s purpose and need:

The No-Build or Do Nothing
Alternative

suggested by citizens or other govern-
Multi-M odal Alternative(s) ment agencies.

(this could include combinations of
mass trangit, travel demand
management, and minor
improvements).

From this wide range of preliminary
alternatives, those that best meet the
project’ s purpose and need will be iden-
tified. These alternativeswill be studied
Improve Existing Roadways (this in depth in the next step of the planning
could include widening and other ~ process, Step 3 (see below).
improvements to US 29-74 and/or

Minor Capital | mprovementsto [-85)

Existing Roadways (this could
include measures such as computer-
ized traffic signals, intersection
improvements, improved signs, etc.)

The NEPA Planning Process

The project planning process for transportation projects subject
to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) can be divided
into the eight steps listed to the right.

Build a New Highway (several
preliminary corridorswill be
developed and evaluated)

LESEMD [0 Snedy Area far New Roadway Altermatives

g Maiboooad
M County Boundary W £
THE 8-STEP PLANNING PROCESS Hydradoqy

1. Data Collection, Identify Existing Deficiencies, De-

Currently, the proposed project isin the beginning stages of

Other Preliminary Alternatives include: No-Build, Minor Capital Improvements, Travel Demand

Step 2 fine Study Area, Statement of Purpose and Need
€p <. . . ot .
2. Land Suitability Mapping, First Citizens Infor- Management, Mass Transit, Multi-Modal, and Improve Existing Roadways (see previous page).

The NCDOT isdeveloping aLand Suitability Map (part of Step

mational Workshop, Identify Preliminary Alter-

2) for the project study area. THE MAPWILL BE SHOWN AT natives, Second Citizens Informational Work- )

THE CITIZENS INFORMATIONAL WORKSHOP. The map shop, Select Alternatives for Detailed Study What Happens Next:

shows notable features that exist in the project study area, 5 i ST, DT el SRS, A Citizens Informational Workshop to discuss potential alter- A newsletter and newspaper advertisements will announce
including, but not limited to, neighborhoods, rivers and streams, Environmental Analyses natives for the proposed project is scheduled for Tuesday,  the second Citizens Informational Workshop and another

wetlands, schools, parks, airports, federally-protected plants and

September 30, 2003, from 4:30 p.m. t0 8:30 p.m. in the newsletter will announce the identified Detailed Study
animals, historic properties, and hazardous waste sites. The

Ashbrook High School Cafeteria at 2222 South New Hope Alternatives.

4. Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)

NCDOT Study Team will use this map to determine suitable loca- 5. Corridor/Design Public Hearing Road in Gastonia. _ _ ) _ _
tions of preliminary corridors for anew highway. In-depth engineering and environmental studies will be
6. Review comments on DEIS (Step 4) and transcript After the workshop, the NCDOT Study Team will consider  conducted on these Detailed Study Alternatives (Step 3 of the
from Corridor Public Hearing (Step 5), Select public and agency input in developing preliminary aterna- planning process). The results of these in-depth studies will
- . PUEEIES AR tives. Each alternative will be evaluated and screened based  be summarized in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement
Results from Step 1-The Pro]ect Need 7. Final Environmental Impact Statement, Record of on its ability to achieve the project's purpose and need and (Step 4).
) Decision (ROD) potential impacts on the human and natural environments. T
Transportation needs for southern Gaston County and western &
M ecklenburg County were identified in Step 1 of the eight-step 8. Design Public Hearing A second Citizens Informational Workshop will be held to

present the preliminary alternatives and results of the

NEPA planning process. These are listed below. ! ! :
screening evaluation. Based on the evaluations and

| mprove mobility, access, and connec- - Reduce congestion and improve traffic flow on the sections of comments received from the public and local, state, and fed-
tivity in southern Gaston County and 1-85, US 29-74, and US 321 in the project study area; improve eral agencies, the NCDOT Study Team will identify the
between southern Gaston County and high-speed, safe regional travel service along the US 29-74 preliminary alternatives to be studied in detail in the next
Mecklenburg County intrastate corridor; and generally improve safety and reduce phase of the process.

above-average accident ratesin the project study area




